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a+ A Defenceof PaulBaſſanotheſuruiun g Patentee, 
for the Importation of Freſh Saln1ons and Lobſters, &c. by a new Inuention, which hee 
moſt humbly ſubmitter tothis Honorable houſe of Parliament. 


Thazthe x, J T isa new Invention amongſt the Engliſh heere,to bring Lobſters aliue in Ships by Seafrom forraigne'Seas,and fireames; alchough 


Invention is 
New. 


The benefit 


brought; 


the Dutchmen who are Forrainers can doe the ſame, And howſocuerhe a little before the Patent did ſell lome Lobſters to the Fiſh- 
mongershere,yct did not thy know the ſecret of his Inuentio how they were taken, how preſerued &fcd,and the Art how they were 

Br eucry Wel-Boatewillnot bring cthem,nor is there yer any Shipwright in England that knowes how to make a Well for that 
purpoſe without particuler inflrution. Nor did euer the Fiſhmongers, or any other before the Patent,bring any Lobſters bythis or any 


other Invention aliue,by Sca from any forraine parts. So there is no queſtion ofthe newneſſe of the Inuention:: but whether it be the only 
Inuention of the Patentecs, or of the Stranger. And who ought inour Common-weale to bee preferred,they or wee. Butthe now op- 


poſers did ncuer buy of the Stranger, nor bring any Lobſters by Sca,by this or any other Inuention,before the Patent. OY 
2. That the Flemming was 4 firſt Inventor of bringing Lobſtcrs aliue by Sea wee deny not : butthat heewas theInuentor of thoſe 


therof 0 the thinges for our good weedeny, And contrariwile affirme,that by the Authority of this Patent, wee haue turned this Inuentionwhich 


Common- 


wealth, 


they deuiſed for their good, to the good of our Common-wealth. For when the Patenrees > my" their owne aduenturc had imployed 
Ships.to Sea, and from remote Coaſts had brought Lobſters by Engliſh-men to London, by the ſecret of this new Inuention : 1. Then 
did they inuent how to preuent the extreame exaction wherewith the Durch-men circumuented and brought the Engliſh intothraldome, 
2. Howalſo to preuent and ſuppreſſe the exaQtion, which thoſe few Fiſhmongers( who boughtthe Commodity of the Dutch) did make 
vponi the Company of Fiſhmongers, and ſo conſequently vpon the Subict. 3. Howto make the Dutchmana Seruant, who before was 
a Maſter, and to keepe him within the compaſſe of reaſonable gaine,that our Nationmight haue the better penyworth. 4. How to hauc 
the commodity ſolde Cheaper,withoutany exaftionvpon aduantage of ſcarcity. 5. How tobring them morecertainly thenthey were 
before. 6. lnmore continued Plenty. 7. And better condicioned,and preſerucd inreputation good and Marchantable,which beforewas 
oftentimes bad and naught, euen to the loathing of the ſame, and the Subic& defrauded and couſened. 8. How the cater thereof be- 
comes more content. 9. How to raiſe thelittle benefitethat is gotten (in reſpe& of the good which ariſeth) outof the Strangers purſe, 
worour Countrymens, and yet our Nation to reape a ſet!ed benefit hereby. 10. How to preſerue (atour charge) our Bullion and Coyne 
in ourKingdome, which was, and otherwiſe would bee ſubie& to bee embazeled by the Durchman; Two or three thouſand pounds ina 
yeare,being disburſedto them for this commodity. 11. How to encreaſe our Nauigation and Nauigators, and to weede out the Durch- 
men by degrees, as by encouragement of gayne wee can ſtrengthen our owne Nation, (knowing the ſecret of this Inuention now as well 
as they ) or atthelcaſt to make.ghe other our Seruant at a morercaſonable price, then wee can poſſibly effect the ſame, 12. Whereinnone 
arc reſtrained thathad a benefit before. 13. The retaylerhath more gayne,and the _ better content. 14. Former partiality is auoy- 
ded, and the commodity isdiſtributed equally to the Company of Fiſhmongers,aſwell poore as rich. 15. The Patentecs haue becre at 
more charges, forthe good of the Common-weale to bring theſe thinges to paſle, then yec they hausz receiued. 16. And the oppclers 


_ arcſew; but thereisa generall aſſentthar this Patent may ſtand. 


So as in concluſion , all things are carried inan cuen ballance, whereby all parties receive encouragement in their laboursz and h:is 
 Common-weale the benefit, ſince this Pattent was graunted, which by no other meanes can be cffe&ed. And this Patent as it hath 
beengouerned,hath procurcd a commodity to this Common-weale and no diſcommodiry ; but if any bejie is to the Stranger whoſe 
exaQtion is preuented, and notto vs. And yet though he doth nor attaine to the height of his expeQation, he reſts conceated, be- 
cauſc he hath no better remedy, fo long as this Pattentis in force, and dayly makes ſute to be imployed. 


And herein the Patentees doe not ſtand alone to iuſtifie themſelues, but the Maſter and Company of Fiſhmongers vling the Trade, doe 
generally affirme and know the ſame: onely ſome few contradiCters, who (wanting experience, or for other priuate reſpes) doc oppoſe 
the ſame. Neither can the oppoſers denicit, were they particularly examined and depoſed to the queſtions abouc-ſaid. This Partent alſs 
vpon former oppoſition hath þeene gencrally approucd by the whole Company of Fiſhmongers. And confirmed by the Lords of the 
Coundaile, with this teſtimony by them added, tha it deſerueth to be continued and countenanced by our State and Kingdome. 

And whereas ithath becne obieted that we would by vertue of this Patent, ſeaze vpon the Lobſters of any other of our Country-men 
that ſhould bring them from other parts, Our defirc is ſo much for the goodof the Common-weale, to encourageour owne Nation, as 
wearercady and willing to giuefree way(notwirhſtanding the Pattent)to any of our Country-men that wil vndertake it and performe it 
accordingly, better thennow it is. Onely we(for that purpoſe) will, as wee doe, by vertue ofthis Pattent keepe off the Stranger from cx- 
acting vpon our Nation. 

And now we moſt humbly ſubmit itto your Honourable conſideration, who ſpeakes moſtfor the good of the Common-weaſle, either 
che oppoſers, orthe affirmers. And whether, this Pattentnor being mannaged,(as ſome others Ai bin) co the preiudice of any but 
ro defend vs from the exaQion of the Stranger,and for the general! good of all:and theſe particulars being proued, your grauc iudge- 
ments ſhall ho!d the ſame worthy your fauours, and to be continued and countcnanced forthe good of the Common-weale. For 
they deſire nor if irbenor found good for the Stare and Kingdom, that it doe continue. Onely they humbly deſire it would pleaſe 
this Honourable houſe to call bales you,or fome Commircee for that purpolegthe Maſter and Company of Fiſhmongers vſing this 
Trade,and (if theſe reaſons ſceme of any importance) to make eryall thereby of che truth of that which wehaue WY 


So as the ſubſtance of the premiſes is thi. 


1. Theexaionof the Dutch is prevented. ' 12.Nonereftrayncd thathad benefitbefore. 


2. The exaQtion of the Fiſhmongers alſo vpon their Company. | x3.Theretayler hath moregaine. 
3- The Dutch-manis madc our Seruant. 


: | 14-Former partaality is auoyded. 
4- Tnecommodity is ſoldebetter cheape. 15. The Patentces haue beenc at more charge then profie, 
5- It comes more certaine. | 16. The oppoſers are but few, the afſent is generall. (on oppofition,' 
6. Inmorecontinucd plenty, 2 17.Thewhole Company ofF ENS approued the Patent vp- 
7- Berterconditioned. | | 18.It hath bin cogfirmed by the Lords of the Counſaile. (pats. 
8. Theecater is more content. | 19.Freeliberty is giuen to any of our Nation to bring Lobſters froothes 
9. Thebencfit is made from the Stranger notour Nation. |! 20.It ſtands with the pollicie of this State, by this Patrenr, to preſerue 
10. Our Bullion is preſerucd. | our Nation from the exaQtion of the Dutch , which otherwiſe cannot 
11.Qur Navigation cncreaſed, t bedone. | x 0 
| Andall is bumbly ſubmictcd to the pleaſure of this houſe. | 


Of theſe in order. 


,-(7) 


The Proofes. 
i T He exaQtion of the Dutch preuented, For whereas before the Patent, by degrees they raiſed the Lobfters 35-hillings ina hundreth, 


wehaue broughtthem back 20.ſhillings inabatement of che price; and by degrees would have brought them lower f 
act ſtand co the 897416 of the Market when they came, but be ſure of their ng A ya they ws Kewloeke che market fell oe; rag 

2. The cxaQion of the Fiſhmongers vpon their Company auoyded, For whereas they who bought the Shi ps ladings of the Dutch in 
groſle, did retayle them at 7.8.and 9. pound the hundreth they are now neuer ſoldeabouec 6.pound : and if they bee ſmall, they haue two 
or three hundred for one. | 

3. To make the Dutchman a Seruant. For now wee know the Inuention: if hee will not goe for reaſonable gayne,wee can ſet others on 
worke,and none can draw him from vs by proffer of greater gayne. 

. The commodity better Cheape. For the Fiſhmongersbuy them at 6.pound the hundreth,whercas before they haue becne ſolde for 
9.pound: and this 1s cauſed alſo by the dayly comming of them,and the/orderly vlage thercof,as the Fiſhmongers themſelues will ivſtifie. 

5. It comes more certaine. Becauſe wee make the Dutchall become partners, though wee doe employ 20.5nips, fornone may goc be. 
fore or bchinde another, but 19.of them ſhall helpe to lade and furniſhaway the 20.th: So as by that meanes wee haue cuery day a Shi 
ready to come away, if the windeſerue from that place, Whereas otherwiſe it euery man ſhould lade himſelfe,they would be a Fo-tnight 
or three weckes before they could bee prouided ofa fraight to defray their charges, And fo ſometimes they would come altogether vpon 
a cluſter, and be ſpoyled before they could be venred,and ſome whiles none ina Fortnightor ina Month cogether, whereas now they are 
heere cuery day during the Scafon, the winde ſeruing. 

6. The plenty is greater. For wee haue that dayly by this order,which before wee had but oncein a Fortnight or ina Month : and then 
4.Ships might happen to come together,and ſomer:mes bur one, which confuſednes cauſed a ſcarcity afterwards. 

. Rerter conditioned, VWhich muſt needs follow, becauſe they new in two or three dayes ladea Ship, all helping rogether being part- 
ners, and they arc brought away more | pecdily, which muſt needes come berter, then when cuery one lading for himſelfe, 1s two or three 
Weekes lading his Boate, by which meanes ſome are ſnoyled and dead whilſt the reſt are taking, 

8. The cater is more content. Which foilowes by the former reaſons; for the Goodnes, certainty, and cheapnes being approued, he is 
encouraged to cate them. | ” 

9. The benefit is raiſed from the Stranger rotour SubieQs. For wee haue brought him downe from his former exaQtion, to a lower 
price, from whence ariſcth the profit that 1s mace, and yet they are ſoldecheaper to the Fiſkmonger, 

Io. Our Coyne and Bullion ts preſcruzd in our Kingdome. For wee hyre one of their ownc Nation heereto give them Bils ofexchan ge 
to recciue their money in their owne Countrey out of iis eſtate there,and ſo they receiue nothing from vs but Paper. 

11. Nauigation 1s increaſed, Becauſe weel:aving learn'd the ſecret of this Iauention, haue im ployed our owne Countrymen ,and ſtill 
doc,in Ships bought by our ſelues, wherein wee haue loſt rwo Ships at Sea among the rockes in the Aducnture: and doc offer our Nation 
for theirencouragement r0.ſhillings more ina hundreth,then the Strangers hath for Lobſters and by d egrees aS we can increaſe our owne 
Nation,doe intend to weed out the Dutchmen. Bur all cannor be done vpon the ſodaine: for if wee barre the Durchmen beforewehaue 
increaſed our owne Countrymen to ſerue the turae, then would theſe oppoſers complaine much more that the Market is not ſerued : and 
weedoe therather a while forbeare, becaule ofthe vncertainty of the Patent: for if we ſhould build 20. Ships our ſelues (as wee imploy no 
leſſe far this ſeruice) it would beea great preiudice and loſſe to haue them lye vpon ourhands. Butwee will vndertake , if wee may haue 
the fauour of our State to our Patent, to weede out the Dutch quite within three or foure yeares,and to plant our owne Nation wholly in 
the Trade, as wee haue begun already,if it ſhall ſo ſeeme good rothis Hon : Aſſembly, | 

Neither is there any hope to encreaſcour Nauigation in this kinde, but by vertue of this Pattent. For otherwiſe were the Dutch-man 

at liberty, as he was before : hee wouid firſt weary our Nation invnder-ſelling them, and when the Trade were come into his owne 
hands, exact vpon them infinitely by degrees athis pleaſureas he did before, which he will cffe@ by theſe meanes, Firſt, he is more 
induſtrious, and liues more hardly then ourmen. Andnext. He can haue money in his Country at 4. or 5. pound inthe hundreth : 
ſo as ifhe make but ten pound inthe hundreth, he is a great gayner. Whereas withvs money is at ten pound, and we ſhall be looſers 
(regarding our hazard of Ships and Goods) it wee make not 15. pound in the hundreth. And thus will he vadermine vs, and then 
make his owne price as afore-ſa1d. 


12. None are reſtrayned that had any benefit before. Theſe fewe oppoſers neuer had any Trading as afore-faid.- But for thoſe Fiſh. 
mongers who bought Lodſters of the Durtch-men, The Parentces were fo ready to auoyde any cauſe of gricuance, as they did grauntthe 
one halfe of the benefit of the ſaid Pattent to them, ſo as they reſt well contented, though it abridge them of their former gaine, becauſe of 
che good to tne Common-weale, and that by experi. nce they doe finde the confuſion that was before : the good Order that is now, and 
what thraldome they ſhould fall into hereafter, in reſpect of the enuie of ſome,if this Pattent were put downe,as alſo the Maſter and whole 
Company in generall willnot denie. Te I Ig | 

13. TheRetaylerhath more gaine, becauſe that which was wont to come monethly, comes now dayly, and becauſc they arc ſolde to 
him cheaper, and better as afore-ſaid: ſo the eater vcing encouraged to buy, they {ell the more, and neuer looſe by them, being now good, 
which they often did when they were bad. 

14. Former partiality is avoyded : for whereas before the Fiſhmorger who boughta Ship of Lobſters ofthe Dutch, If there were profit 
to be gotten thereby, would ſell them to none but to his particular friends by hundceths, w!:o traded with him for other Commodities,fo 
as the poorer ſort could fildome or neuer get any, bur tothcirloſle in a plutt. Now they are made out by leſſer parcels, equally, and fo di. 
ſtributcd ro poore as well as rich: They haue them without money, and pay not till they haue made heir profir, and ſometimes ncuer pay. 


| Theother points, are ſu{f;ciently explanedin the former diſcourſe, and therefore to augyde 


protixity omitted here. 


Nely this weare bold to adde, that the Patentees haue alſo in this Graunt a Priui ledge, for bringing Salmons freſh and vnſalted by a 
ON Inuention (wherein though they did not vndertake ſo much) yet haue they by their Intention brought Salmors aliue from 
ScotlandtoEnglandin the hotteſt and moſt vnſeaſonable times of the yeare: and for a ſample and teſtimony thereof, preſented oncaliue 
eo the Lord Mayor of London that then was: whichneuer any Engliſh manor other did before, Yer ſeeir g our Parcent hath beene dayly 
oppoſed by ſome vaine-g/orious, or enuious ſpirits of the Fiſhmongers, and threatned to be throwne downe ; we haue forborne to put the 
ſame in further praQtiſe, leaſt wee ſhould witl: the Bee, gather honcy for Drones to ſucke, till wee ſee how this Kingdomewill cherith our 

ood endeauours for the Common-wealc, as the Lords of the Counſel! haue done alrcady. For it ſtands with the pollicic of all States 
and Kingdomes, to ſupport and countenance new Inuentions with moſt fauourable conſtructions , when they tend and are imployed to 
the good of theweale publike, and to the hurt of none. As this Pattentis mannaged. 
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£00127, | Maree par the Javreitond the Parents: but fo me Fidur INIZ2TS maincayned two PRoncs along the coaſts of England, 
and the Dutch brovgie them by the fanclhuenitontfrombe Lu 7 Lands two or ch: zcc ycares before the Patent, 
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ragement. Ti: ouphthe Dpition of Maſter Atturney CGenct.t'] th, tlaſt vas, certitcd toe Lords Ti Counſzll; 1s, That ris 1; 0 Trade va- 
Iefle it were of {cu 1 YEates CONLNUAUCE butore ct clic pation. 


2.Nvied, That two Fimongers Were impriſoned by the row Lord Chancellour for oppoſing che pattentces, and driven irom their 
Trade. 


Reſp. Theſe men wereno Traders with the Durch,or otherwif? venturers for T.: bſters before the pattent:but ſetting themſelves 204i: 
t);c pattent ; ticy bow glitlome Lobſters of the Dutch, WI) C2 ne ſtrag ing from thr fellowes, with a polliticke purpoſe to br. al 


! 
KY te 
good order which was be gn forthe good of the Common-wuaſe , mv | thereby ro bring of! te) conlaſion againe, A con ein OC 
thereof made to the Lord Chanceilour ; vpon ene confiderationof their ba lr. ention, £10 CEUNINIUON © { the matter , (they DUNG re- 
fracory and refuſing obedienc? tothe pat: rent) his Loro(hi 1Þ COMMUC au CCR, and v4 on their (ut mfonreicaſed tem againe, And te 


mo {t worthy r of them was afterwards lo farre re: {pet ted oy ti: Patentees,as he was acceptea to bea Parton w 1th) them 2G his 09009 content, 
And that this was iuft, anda fault inthe 0; -poter: 5, appeares inthis, for that \ 


' 


pon lixe com} lairtmadeto ihe Counſel) Table, by 1c {:ine 


men and others, their L Qrafhips (notw thiondin 2) conl{rmed the pattent againk thur Ju 'OaitLON, fecing the fame to be commnicnt ad 
+ £00d for the Common-wea:c, 


% 


3 Obie, That the Dutchin:nbrong':t Lobſters in ſuch plenty before the Patert,as they folde them for 3. pound and 4o, ſhillings the 
Auk | | | 


Reſp. This is moſt falſ:, for the Dutc! men would neuer goe but hewould be ſure of his price before he came hither,which was 5.pound 
T5- ſhillings the hundreth: and ii r]itn waen they were bad and naught , they were rarely ſoJde at 3.pound,it was to the Fiſhmor.gers great 
loffe, and difcourag ment to te cater for cucr buying » the comn 10d Ity 2gaizie, Dur when they were good and {carcer , they werc ſolde for 

g.pound rhe hundreth to the 3 hmonger but muct more to rice Subject, which was a great exaQtion : *and now they are ncuer ſolde aboue 
- ound, which is the loweſt pricetey were [ode toratany t:me tciore, (vnlcflc jt were to grea tlofſe) and they haue two or 3. hundreth 


for one if they bee ſmall. So as we handreth at 6. pound, in {tici; manner delivered good and ſweet, is better then a hunarerh thatare {tarke 
navghtat 5.pound ny the SubicCt is but deceiued, anv brow: :ght to a;oumting of the commodity. 


4. Obie}. Thereare many Lobfters now ſolde by the Fiſhmongers which are extreame bad and naught, 


Reſp. Tt is very truc; bur theſe are ſuch dead Lobſtersas are bronght by Marriners frem Newcaſtle, ready ſodden, which ſcldome or ng- 
uercome good, But thoſe that come by tliis Inuentionare deliuerec ſweet and Marchantable. 


'N Object. The Lobſters are kept at Quinborough,to the great lofle of the Flemming and ſpoylc of the commodity 


Refp, This 154 moſt falſe ſuggeſtion, For there is no compariſon of them that dyc there and of thoſe that dycd hcare before the Patent: 
for it at any time they ſtay there. \they arc kept for preſervation in their owneelement the Sea,and fo fed. Whereas being taken our before 
they arc ready to be ſpent; they are out of their elcment,and kept in Ware-houſes (which muſt needes be worſe) foure or 5.dayes together, 
where they pine away, dye,and corrupt infinitely to the deteſtation of the com moGity : Bur from CQuinborough they are brougit aliue, 
and if any doe pine there,they are caſt away at tie Strangers charge; the rather becauſe ti:cre ſhall be no ſcandall v pon the commodiry nor 
offence thereby to the eye, tomack, Or purſe acre, For we doenotuiter any that arc bad to come nither, Nor is there any adu antage by 
vs made in this vpon the Subicct, ſc rthe price 15neucr raylſed :; fo as the oppoſcrs haue rather cauſe to gtvevs thanks forour care ther, thus 
ro requite vs with falſe aſperſions , if either they remembred whar hath becnc heretofore, or vndcrſtcod vhat woulde-follow. But nothing 


SZ 
will ſcrue their turne but a diffolution , though themifelues who arc moſt forward to op polc (were £22 Partent diflolued) would ſoonel; 
finde and fcele the ſmart. 


